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own life. This consequence of rape, the baby, was less baby to Celestina than cancer, a malignancy excised rather than a life delivered. She had been no more impelled to

study the child than she would have been, charmed to examine the glistening gnarls and oozing convolutions of a freshly plucked tumor. Consequently, she could

remember nothing of its squinched face.."You did just fine, Tom, just fine," Agnes said in a consoling tone that she might have used with a boy whose performance, at a

piano recital, had been earnest but undistinguished. "We were all quite impressed.".Consequently, Edom was abroad in the land with pies and parcels, following a list of

names and addresses provided by his sister, even though he believed an unprecedentedly violent earthquake, the fabled Big One, was likely to strike before noon, certainly
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before dinner. This was the last day of the rest of his life..Tom stared down into the oceanic depths of the city, through the reefs of buildings, to the lamp-fish cars schooling

through the great trenches..Assisted by Edom and Jacob, Agnes-in a wheelchair-was rolled across the grass, between the headstones, to her husband's final resting place.

Although no longer in danger of renewed hemorrhaging, she was under doctor's orders to avoid strain..Joey rested not under the stern watch of the cypresses, but near a

California pepper tree. With its graceful, cascading boughs, it appeared to stand in meditation or in prayer.."I didn't know her well. She didn't hang out or party

much--especially after the baby.".He placed a hand on her shoulder. "Don't beat up on yourself She's come this far. And though I don't know the hospital in Oregon, I doubt

the level of care would equal what she'll receive here."."No," Agnes said, shaking loose the grip of irrational fear. "Wait. This is absurd. It's just a card. And we're all

curious.".A SEVERE THIRST INDICATED to Agnes that she wasn't dead. There would be no thirst in paradise.."I can't sleep half the time," Deed said, twisting the baseball

cap in his hands. "I've lost weight, and I'm so nervous, jumpy."."I find you more than adequate in all ways that count. Besides, Joey was a generous and good lover. What

he taught me, I can share." She smiled. "You'll find that I'm a darn good teacher, and I sense in you a star pupil.".Choking fumes, blinding soot. A licking heat told him that

slithering fire had followed the smoke up the stairs and now coiled perilously close in the murk..The adoption records on Seraphim White's baby weren't sealed by law,

because custody of the child was being retained by family..Crouching beside the boy as he rubbed a brighter shine onto the granite, Agnes said, "Barty, honey, why are you

....In his mind's eye, Junior saw the coin in transit of the blunt fingers, moving more swiftly than previously because its passage was lubricated by blood..Shaking with a fear

that had nothing to do with Junior Cain and flying bullets, or even with memories of Josef Krepp and his vile necklace, Tom Vanadium closed the sketch pad and put it on

the window seat. He opened the window, and in rushed the susurration of breeze-stirred oak leaves..His enjoyment of the art was diminished by these associations, and as

Junior turned away from Industrial Woman, his attention was suddenly captured by the quarters. Three lay on the floor at her gear wheel-and-meat-cleaver feet. They had

not been here earlier..Junior didn't know much about guns. He didn't approve of them; he had never owned one..He usually ate lunch alone in his office. The room was the

size of an elevator, but of course didn't go up or down. It went sideways, however, in the sense that herein Paul was transported into wondrous lands of

adventure..Industrial Woman, which he'd purchased for a little more than nine thousand dollars, less than eighteen months ago and at another gallery, would fetch at least

thirty thousand in the current market, so rapidly had Bavol Poriferan's reputation risen..Putting one hand on the object to which she referred, Barty said, "Mom and I were

listening to a book when you got here. This is a talking book.".This was a memory, not a real voice. Even after you became an accomplished meditator, the mind resisted

this degree of blissful oblivion and tried to sabotage it with aural and visual memories..evening. She brought her daughters, seven-year-old Bonita and six year-old

Francesca, who came with their newest Barbie dolls-Color Magic Barbie, the Barbie Beautiful Blues Gift Set, Barbie's friends.Agnes meant to stop Maria from turning the

eleventh card, but her curiosity was equal to her apprehension..All the way to the nightstand, he expected to discover that the revolver had been taken from the drawer. Yet

here it was. Loaded..lawn before they knew that the prodigy's invisible cloak wouldn't accommodate him as it did the girl. Cool, drenching rain pounded Tom at once, and he

scooped Barty off the steps as Grace had gathered up.When the long table was laden and the wine poured, when everyone but Mary settled into chairs, Angel said, "My

daughter tells me she wants to make a short presentation before I say grace. I don't know what it is, but she assures me it doesn't involve singing, dancing, or reading any

of her poetry." I.Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, all talking at once, then failing silent as if they were a single organism, then talking in rotation but interrupting one another, tried

to advance their agenda..Ever since he'd searched Vanadium's house, over fourteen months ago, Junior had enjoyed learning about other people by touring their homes in

their absence. Because he was unwilling to risk arrest for breaking and entering, these explorations were rare, other than in the homes of women whom he'd dated long

enough to justify swapping keys. Happily, in this golden age of trust and easy relationships, as little as a week of hot sex could lead to key-level commitment..As the nurse

slapped a bar of lye soap in Celestina's right hand, she turned on the water in the sink..Although the ace of hearts had only positive meanings, and although, according to

Maria, multiple appearances, especially in sequence, meant increasingly positive things, a series of chills nevertheless riffled through Agnes's spine, as if her vertebrae

were fingers shuffling..Then the police in Spruce Hills would want to know why he had been screwing around with an underage Negro girl if his marriage to Naomi had been

as perfect, as fulfilling, as he claimed. Unfair as it seems, there is no statute of limitations on murder. Closed files can be dusted off and opened again; investigations can be

resumed. And although authorities would have little or no hope of convicting him of murder on whatever meager evidence they could dig up, be would be forced to spend

another significant portion of his fortune on attorney fees..I Junior didn't believe in ghosts, anyway. He believed in flesh and bone, stone and mortar, money and power,

himself and the future..Angel liked to perch sideways with a drawing tablet in the window seat in Barty's room, look out at the oak tree from the upper floor, and draw

pictures inspired by things she heard in whatever book he was currently listening to. Everyone said she was a pretty good artist for a three-year-old, and Barty wished he

could see how good she was. He wished he could see Angel, too, just once.."Please just call me Tom. I've been forcibly retired from the Oregon State Police, with full

disability because of this face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until Enoch Cain is behind bars, where he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything but a cop,

official or not."."Then you only have to wait eighteen years," he said, opening the apartment door and stepping aside once more, allowing Celestina to precede him..Or

perhaps the sorrow was less sadness than yearning. He had to move on, but he was loath to begin this strange journey without her..Outside, he realized he hadn't paid for

his juice and waffles. When he turned back to the coffee shop, he saw, through one of the windows, an associate of Salk's picking up the check from his table.."We want the

scary one, 'specially if it has spiders, Pixie Lee said squeakily but defiantly..During the five years following Agnes's death, their family of many names thrived. Barty and

Angel had brought them all together in this place fifteen years previously, but the destiny about which Toni had spoken on the back porch, that night in the rain, seemed to

be in no hurry to manifest itself Barty could find no painless way to sustain secondhand sight, so he lived without the light. Angel had no reason to shove anyone else into

the world of the big bugs, where she'd pushed Cain. The only miracles in their lives were the miracles of love and friendship, but the family remained convinced of eventual

wonders, even as they got on with the day at hand..Junior could almost feel sorry for this sad, stocky, haunted detective, deranged by years of difficult public

service..Looking from one to another of his companions, Tom said, "When I think of everything that had to happen to bring us here tonight, the tragedies as well as the

happy turns of fortune, when I think of the many ways things might have been, with all of us scattered and some of us never having met, I know we belong here, for we've
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arrived against all odds." His gaze traveled back to Agnes, and he gave her the answer that he knew she hoped to hear. "This boy and this girl were born to meet, for

reasons only time will reveal, and all of us ... we're the instruments of some strange destiny.".Junior hurried out of the kitchen and along the hallway to the front door. He ran

silently, landing on his toes like a dancer. His natural athletic grace was one of the things that drew so many women to him..Although Junior felt honor-bound to give Victoria

first shot at him, he certainly didn't owe her monogamy. Eventually, when he had shaken off suspicion as finally as he had shaken off Naomi, he would be in the mood for a

dessert buffet, romantically speaking, and one eclair would not satisfy..Waking from a starry night in the Old West into electric light, gazing up into a blur of faces sans

cowboy hats, Agnes felt someone moving a piece of ice in slow circles over her bare abdomen. Shivering as the cold water trickled down her sides, she tried to ask them

why they were applying ice when she was already chilled to the bone, but she couldn't find her voice..In the living room, the central and largest window framed a magnificent

view, and swagged silk brocatelle draperies framed the window. An oversize hand-painted and heavily gilded chaise lounge, upholstered in an exquisite tapestry, stood

against this backdrop of city and silk, and Renee pulled Junior down upon the chaise, desperate to be ravished there..When Junior opened the trunk, he discovered that

fishing gear and two wooden carriers full of carpenter's tools left no room for a dead detective. He would be able to make the body fit only if he dismembered it first..Before

the pianist could cry out, Junior drove him between the toilet and the sink, slamming him against the wall hard enough to knock loose his breath and to cause the water to

slosh audibly in the nearby toilet tank..The corroded casement-operating mechanism began to give way, as did the hinges, and the window sagged outward..So Barty and

Tom just happened to be chatting about a quantum physicist they had seen on a television program, a documentary about the uncanny resonance between the belief in a

created universe and some recent discoveries in quantum mechanics and molecular biology. The physicist claimed that a handful of his colleagues, though by no means

the majority, believed that with a deepening understanding of the quantum level of reality, there would in time be a surprising rapprochement between science and

faith..Their story would be that Cain's gun had jammed just as Tom had entered Barty's bedroom. Too cowardly for hand-to-hand combat, the Shamefaced Slayer had fled

through the open window. He was loose once more in an unsuspecting world..To Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a sunnier fortune if the cards are bright and fresh, don't

you think?".Agnes found herself drifting up. A frightening sense of weightlessness overcame her..Before he taught himself to read books, he also taught himself numbers,

and then how to read a clock. The significance of time had a more profound impact on him than Agnes could understand, perhaps because acquiring an awareness of the

infinite nature of the universe and the finite nature of each human life-and fully understanding the implications of this knowledge-takes most of us till early adulthood if not

later, whereas for Barty, the vast glories of the universe and the comparatively humble nature of human existence were recognized, contemplated, and absorbed in a matter

of weeks..Leaving three of the pats in the container, he carefully placed the fourth on the vinyl-tile floor..The infant Bartholomew was here in San Francisco. He must be

found. He must be dispatched. By the time Junior devised a plan of action to locate the child, he was so hot with anger that he was sweating, and he stripped off one of his

two pairs of briefs..It occurred to her that the knave had come, as foretold by the cards on that night long ago. She had expected the knave to be a man with sharp eyes and

a wicked heart, but the curse was cancer and not a man at all..In a pew in Old St. Mary's Church, in Chinatown, Junior took delivery of the lock-release gun and the

untraceable 9-mm pistol with the custom-machined silencer, as previously arranged. The church was deserted at ten o'clock in the morning. The shadowy interior and the

menacing religious figures gave him the creeps..THE CRISP CRACKLE of faux flames, the way they made them in the days of radio dramas, back in the 1930s and '40s,

when he was a boy: cellophane..As though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and triggered a golden oldie in the jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's

voice in the hospital room, in Spruce Hills, on the night of the day when Naomi died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an end to the effects that her music would have on

the lives of others and on the shape of the future.....She got up from the chair, went to the window, and raised the venetian blind rather than look out between its slats..Barty

looked at Angel, and Angel looked at Barty, and they dropped to their knees on the grass before their daughter. They were both grinning ... and then their grins stiffened a

little..The white Buick glided through the tides of fog like a ghost ship plying a ghost sea..She was forty-three, so young to have left such a mark upon the world. Yet more

than two thousand people attended her funeral service-which was conducted by clergymen of seven denominations-and the subsequent procession to the cemetery was so

lengthy that some people had to park a mile away and walk. The mourners streamed across the grassy hills and among the headstones for the longest time, but the

presiding minister did not begin the graveside service until all had assembled. None here showed impatience at the delay. Indeed, when the final prayer was said and the

casket lowered, the crowd hesitated to depart, lingering in the most unusual way, until Barty realized that like he himself, they half expected a miraculous resurrection and

ascension, for among them had so recently walked this one who was without stain..Agnes was so weary, her eyes so sore and grainy, that even this soft radiance stung.

She almost closed her eyes and gave herself to sleep again, that little brother of Death, which was now her only solace. What she saw in the lamplight, however, compelled

her attention..His alcohol-soured breath washed over Agnes as he asked, "How's Bartholomew doing, is he okay, is the little guy in good health?"
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